
Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902) 
on Lucretia Coffin Mott (1793-1880) 

“[The Quaker leader, Lucretia Mott] had not much faith in the sincerity of abolitionists who, while eloquently 
defending the natural rights of slaves, denied freedom of speech to one-half the people of their own race. . ..

The action of this convention [London, 1840] was the topic of discussion, in public and private, for a long 
time, and stung many women into new thought and action and gave rise to the movement for women's 
political equality. . .

As Mrs. Mott and I walked home, arm in arm, commenting on the incidents of the day, we resolved to hold a 
convention as soon as we returned home, and form a society to advocate the rights of women. . . .

These were the first women I had ever met who believed in the equality of the sexes and who did not believe 
in the popular orthodox religion. The acquaintance of Lucretia Mott, who was a broad, liberal thinker on 
politics, religion, and all questions of reform, opened to me a new world of thought.”


from Eighty Years and More: Reminiscences (1898)


"It was not possible that a woman like Lucretia Mott should keep silence in the churches, no matter what 
Paul might say to the contrary, because that great brain was created to think, that noble heart to beat through 
making and moulding speech, and those fine gray eyes to see what the prophets in all times have seen.”


“Mrs. Mott was to me an entire new revelation of womanhood. . . but I had never heard a woman talk what, 
as a Scotch Presbyterian, I had scarcely dared to think. . . .


I went to hear Mrs. Mott preach in a Unitarian church. Though I had never heard a woman speak, yet I had 
long believed she had the right to do so, and had often expressed the idea in private circles; but when at last 
I saw a woman rise up in the pulpit and preach as earnestly and impressively as Mrs. Mott always did, it 
seemed to me like the realization of an oft-repeated happy dream.”
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"I found in this new friend a woman emancipated from all faith in man-made creeds, from all fear of his 
denunciations. Nothing was too sacred for her to question, as to its rightfulness in principle and practice. 
"Truth for authority, not authority for truth," was not only the motto of her life, but it was the fixed mental habit 
in which she most rigidly held herself. It seemed to me like meeting a being from some larger planet, to find a 
woman who dared to question the opinions of Popes, Kings, Synods, Parliaments, with the same freedom 
that she would criticise an editorial in the London Times, recognizing no higher authority than the judgment of 
a pure-minded, educated woman. When I first heard from the lips of Lucretia Mott that I had the same right to 
think for myself that Luther, Calvin, and John Knox had, and the same right to be guided by my own 
convictions, and would no doubt live a higher, happier life than if guided by theirs, I felt at once a new-born 
sense of dignity and freedom; it was like suddenly coming into the rays of the noon-day sun, after wandering 
with a [flashlight] in the caves of the earth.”


"Sitting alone one day, as we were about to separate in London, I expressed to her my great satisfaction in 
her acquaintance, and thanked her for the many religious doubts and fears she had banished from my mind. 
She said, "There is a broad distinction between religion and theology. The one is a natural, human experience 
common to all well-organized minds. The other is a system of speculations about the unseen and the 
unknowable, which the human mind has no power to grasp or explain, and these speculations vary with 
every sect, age, and type of civilization. No one knows any more of what lies beyond our sphere of action 
than thou and I, and we know nothing." Everything she said seemed to me so true and rational, that I 
accepted her words of wisdom with the same confiding satisfaction that did the faithful Crito those of his 
beloved Socrates.”


“Visiting in many Quaker families during our travels in England, I was amazed to hear Mrs. Mott spoken of as 
a most dangerous woman. Again and again I was warned against her influence. She was spoken of as an 
infidel, a heretic, a disturber, who had destroyed the peace in the Friends Society in Pennsylvania, and 
thrown a firebrand into the World’s Convention, and that in a recent speech in London she quoted sentiments 
from Mary Wollstonecraft and Thomas Paine. Having just learned to worship Lucretia Mott as the 
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embodiment of all that was noble and charming in womanhood, the terrible fear that she inspired among 
English “Friends” filled me with sorrow and surprise.”


"Space fails me to tell of all the pleasant memories of our forty years friendship, of the inspiration she has 
been to those on our platform, of the bond of union to hold us together, of the innumerable conventions over 
which she has presided, of the many long journeys both North and South to carry the glad tidings of justice, 
liberty, and equality to all. A missionary who always traveled at her own expense, giving her best thoughts 
freely, asking nothing in return, neither money, praise, nor honor; for misrepresentation and cruel persecution 
were the only return she had for years. Both in religion and reform hers was a free gospel to the multitude.”


"The name of Lucretia Mott represents more fully than any other in the nineteenth century, the sum of all 
womanly virtues. As wife, mother, friend, she was marked for her delicate sentiments, warm affections, and 
steadfast loyalty; as housekeeper, for her rigid economy, cleanliness, order, and exhaustless patience with 
servants and children; as neighbor, for justice and honor in all her dealings; as teacher, even at the early age 
of fifteen, for her skill and faithfulness.”


"Great as has been the acknowledged, moral power of Lucretia Mott, it would have been vastly greater, had 
her opinions been legitimately recognized in the laws and constitutions of the nation; and could she have 
enjoyed the consciousness of exerting this direct influence, it would have intensified the holy purpose of her 
life … Those only who are capable of appreciating this dignity can measure the extent to which this noble 
woman has been defrauded as a citizen of this great Republic. Neither can they measure the loss to the 
councils of the nation, of the wisdom of such a representative woman.”


"Having known Lucretia Mott, not only in the flush of life, when all her faculties were at their zenith, but in the 
repose of advanced age, her withdrawal from our midst seems as natural and as beautiful as the changing 
foliage of some grand oak from the spring-time to the autumn."
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Eulogy for Lucretia Mott, Washington, January 19, 1881

from History of Woman Suffrage, Volume I by Susan B. (Susan Brownell) Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
Matilda Joslyn Gage, 1881).
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