
Selections from Lucretia Mott, “Sermon to Medical Students,” Philadelphia, 1849 

Why the meeting does not open with a hymn:  “Some of us believe we may understand the sacred 
harmony and melodious note arising in the soul—singing and making melody in the heart, without a 
dependence upon measured lines or the music of the voice.”


Why the meeting does not open with a prayer:  “We may [offer prayers] in the secret of the heart … 
without the intervention of words, or the aid of the priest or minister.”


“Is not the time arrived, that intelligent, spiritually-enlightened minds, should have such free access 
to this throne of grace, as to render less necessary, in the assemblies of the people, the delivery of an 
oral prayer?”


“I called you not here for any theological discussion.  The religion we profess [is] not wrapped in 
mystery, or in the theories [dividing Christianity].”


“I confess to you, my friends, that I am a worshipper after the way called heresy—a believer after the 
manner which many deem infidel … that the kingdom of God is within us—that there is his sacred 
and divine temple.  This religious doctrine is simple, because it appeals to self-evident conviction.  It 
is divested of mystery and mysticism, for it is not necessarily connected with anything miraculous 
or extraordinary.”


“I believe [humanity] is created innately good; that [our] instincts are for good.”
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“This is the beauty and divinity of true religion, that it is universal —a nice sense of justice, a quick 
perception of love, a keen apprehension of mercy, and of all the glorious attributes of God.”


“In the exercise of the intellectual powers, in the advancement and discoveries in science, the vague 
theories of past ages are yielding to fact and demonstration, so as to require no dry argument to 
prove their truth to the hearer. So also in religion, the highest concern of man. Theories long held in 
darkness, are now brought to a strict examination; the people are exercising their rational powers, 
and bringing that which is offered them, to the light of truth in themselves. In this there is much to 
hope. The intelligent mind receiving truth in the obedience of a little child, comes to be quick in its 
perception and understanding, of all that belongs to the soul’s salvation … This is no mere Quaker 
doctrine.”


“Cultivate this ennobling view; be obedient to the truth; so will you make advancement in your several 
neighborhoods and become wiser than your teachers. You will exalt the standard of justice and 
mercy above that around which your Fathers have rallied. One object in inviting you here this evening 
was, to speak plainly, as regards the prevailing errors and sins of the time. This is a most important day,
—a notable age in which we live. Great principles of truth, noble views of humanity are being 
advocated. Faith in human nature is increasing, and many are coming, from every department of 
society, and investigating great questions of human concernment. The former dependence on the 
monopoly of the pulpit is broken, the people are thinking and acting for themselves and their 
fellow human beings, in the various relations to society.”
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“Your growing knowledge of the system of man impresses the importance of observing every law of his 
physical being, in order to be preserved a perfect whole. The light of truth has revealed to you your 
noble powers, and the responsibility of exercising them in the purity with which they have been 
bestowed. If then by your studies you are made intelligently acquainted with these things, and if 
superadded, you have a quick sense of the divinity of the soul, responding to and according with this 
knowledge, how increasingly incumbent is it upon you to carry out your principles among your 
associates, so that you be not found in the back ground in the great reformation that is taking place 
in human society.


This is part of my religion—a part of true Christianity, and you must bear with me, my friends, if I press 
upon you duties, having reference to your different relations in society, to your intercourse with men, 
wherever you are placed.”  


“There are many now looking at the subject of slavery in all its bearing, who are sympathizing with the 
condition of the poor and oppressed in our land. Although many of you may be more immediately 
connected with this system, yet it is coming to be regarded as not a mere sectional question, but a 
national and an individual one. It is interwoven throughout our country, into much with which we have to 
do, that we may well acknowledge we are all, all “verily guilty concerning our brother.” There is, 
therefore, the greater responsibility that we first examine ourselves and ascertain what there is for us 
to do in order that we may speedily rid ourselves of the great evil that is clinging to us.”


“Is this an evil that cannot be remedied? A remedy is nigh at hand, even at the door. The voice has 
been heard saying “Proclaim liberty to the captive, the opening of the prison to them that are bound.” 
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“Proclaim yet liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof.” To this land peculiarly is 
this language applicable. In this land especially are we called to be faithful in this subject. Be true to 
your conviction of duty then, oh my brethren, and you will have the blessing of beholding your own 
country purged of the iniquity, and be brought to acknowledge that the divine hand of mercy and love 
has been stretched over our land.


[Here a few persons, irritated by this reference to the question of slavery, left the meeting.]


“The subject of slavery you must know, is now agitating the country from one end to the other. The 
Church and the Legislative Hall are occupied with its discussion. It will be presented to you in all its 
various bearings, and let me urge such faithfulness to the light which you have, as shall prepare you 
to become able advocates for the oppressed. So shall the blessing descend upon you as well as 
upon those for whom the appeal is made. I should not be true to myself did I not thus urge this subject 
upon your consideration. When you have opportunities for meditation and reflection, when your 
feelings are soothed by the circumstances around you, may you be led to reflect upon your duties, and 
the responsibility of your position in society.”


“This then is the religion that is offered to your acceptance. I would not weary you with words, fully 
believing that each has a Teacher within himself … 

We have the revelation of God as much in this age as in any that has gone before us, and if we have 
faith, we shall do the things done in former times and greater—that which has been spoken in the ear in 
closets, shall be heard upon the house-top.”
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“May all the difficulties that have hindered the progress of true religion be removed. May it be 
stripped of the gloomy appendages of the sects and presented to view in its pristine purity and beauty, 
bearing the impress of the Divinity. Nothing of gloominess, nothing of dullness connected with it; 
nothing that debars from innocent cheerfulness, or conflicts with any of the rational powers with which 
we are gifted. The noble intelligence of man has not been allowed its proper place. There is ever a 
blessed harmony between every revelation of truth and reason, when not corrupted by the false 
dictates of appetite, or clouded by tradition and superstition.”


“Let us then be true to our calling, preserving the holy union of faith and righteousness, religion and 
humanity; so shall all the mists and clouds of ignorance and prejudice be dispelled. “The light of the 
moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun as the light of seven days.”
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