
Selections from Speeches and Sermons by Lucretia Mott 
(from Lucretia Mott Speaks, Faulkner, et. al., 2017) 

Pennsylvania Hall, Philadelphia, May 16 and 17, 1838 


[May 16, Evening Session] A FEW remarks were then made by LUCRETIA MOTT, of Philadelphia, 
stating that the present was not a meeting of the Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women, as was 
supposed by some, and explaining the reason why their meetings were confined to females—to wit, 
that many of the members of that Convention considered it improper for women to address 
promiscuous assemblies. She expressed the “hope that such false notions of delicacy and propriety 
would not long obtain in this enlightened country.”


[May 17, Morning Session] Lucretia Mott made some impressive remarks respecting the riot of the 
preceding evening, and exhorted the members of the Convention to be steadfast and solemn in the 
prosecution of the business for which they were assembled.” 


[Note:  “The opening celebrations for the hall, which had been built by abolitionists, began on May 14 
and featured a variety of antislavery speakers and organizations. . . .  LM addressed the concern of 
some female abolitionists about the presence of both men and women in the audience. . . . Protests 
outside Pennsylvania Hall continued, and after convention delegates left on May 17, a mob set it on 
fire.”]
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Unitarian Chapel, August 9, 1840, Glasgow, Scotland [Women and Religion] 


[Notes by recorder of the meeting].  “On Sunday evening, August 9, the chapel was crowded to hear 
her. Mr. [James] Mott first addressed the meeting, stating who they were, their object in visiting this 
country, their difference in religious views from the Society of Friends in Britain; and reading, in 
corroboration of his statements, certificates from the Monthly Meeting of Friends in Philadelphia, and of 
Abolition Societies.  Mrs. Mott then spoke, and for nearly two hours held a delighted audience in 
breathless attention. She began by saying, that she was glad of the opportunity which the generous 
offer of that pulpit had given her of addressing them; that she had been denied a hearing elsewhere 
because she was a woman, and by her own body in this country, because she differed from them in her 
views of religion; that the body of Friends with whom they were connected, were looked upon with the 
same dislike by the other party, as the Unitarians were by those calling themselves Orthodox; she 
regretted this bigotry, as she wished the enlarged, and beautiful, and exalted views which she and the 
Unitarian brethren entertained, could be embraced and felt by all; and she was happy in believing that 
such views were spreading and would continue to spread, till all mankind, from their holy influence, 
would become like one large family, living in love and harmony together as the children of one common 
Father." for nearly two hours held a delighted audience in breathless attention. She began by saying, 
that she was glad of the opportunity.”


"She defended, on Scriptural grounds, the right of woman to speak in public; spoke of the imperfect 
education which women too commonly received, which consequently debarred them from occupying 
their proper places in society; called upon her sisters to look to this, and embrace every opportunity of 
gaining knowledge on every subject; not to be content with a little reading, a little writing, and a little 
sewing; to brush away the silken fetters which had so long bound them—“
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Marlboro Chapel, Boston, September 23, 1841 [Women, Slavery and Sectarianism] 

"It is highly satisfactory to me, my friends, to meet you. I rejoice to see so many fellow-beings without 
the usual distinctions which prevail in professing Christendom.  I believe that when they are so brought 
together, they may hear, every man in his own tongue, the truths that may be spoken; inasmuch as all 
truth is from ‘the sempiternal source of light divine.’”


"But have we fully understood and comprehended, how it is that only the truth can make free indeed? 
In order to do so, educational prejudices and sectarian predilections should be laid aside … .”


"But what is the situation of most sects? What is their standard of righteousness? What evidence do 
they require of the fear of God? Is it not the acknowledgment of some scheme of salvation, or some 
plan of redemption, as insisted on in theological systems, and taught in theological schools? Is it not a 
confession of some creed, or a joining of some denomination? And have not many thus blended the 
fear of God and the working of righteousness with outward and ceremonial rites, till the result has been 
a lowering of the standard of peace and righteousness, and of common honesty? It becomes us to 
inquire, whether the plain precepts and principles, which find a response in the soul of every human 
being, and are confirmed by the inner sense which all possess, and which have not their origin in any 
sect, or body, or division, have not thereby been thought of less importance than forms and ordinances. 
If this is so, and if all see it in our various denominations, may we not all profitably come together in the 
acknowledgment of principles and practices not dependent upon the reception of any abstract 
doctrine, or form of worship?"


“[For] these principles are common to all, and are understood by all. This is not presented by me as a 
Quaker tenet. I desire not to stand before you as a sectarian, but to hold up principles of universal 
obligation.”
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"I have seen that there is an objection, which seems reasonable to many minds, against woman's 
stepping forth to advocate what is right. Let me endeavor to remove these prejudices and these 
objections; for I have often been made sensibly to feel how hard it is to ‘do the work of the Lord, where 
there is unbelief.’”


"And has not conscious evidence been afforded by this translation, of the priest-craft and monopoly of 
the pulpit, which have so long held women bound? I ask the sticklers for Bible authority, where they 
find the silence of women enjoined as a standing obligation.”


"I long for the time when my sisters will rise, and occupy the sphere to which they are called by their 
high nature and destiny. What a change would then appear in the character of woman!”


"I believe that if woman would but look seriously at herself, she would learn how great an evil her nature 
suffers in being prevented from the exercise of her highest faculties. What a different race would be 
brought forth—what a different and nobler generation should we behold in the next, from that which 
preceded it, if the high duties of women were all fulfilled! I believe the tendency of truth, on this subject, 
is to equalize the sexes; and that, when truth directs us, there will be no longer assumed authority on 
one side, or admitted inferiority on the other; but that as we advance in the cultivation of all our powers, 
physical as well as intellectual and moral, we shall see that our independence is equal, our dependence 
mutual, and our obligations reciprocal.”


"I am willing to incur ridicule—to become a spectacle to angels and to men—if I thereby awaken any to 
a sense of what the times demand of them. This is a day that requires the active cooperation of 
spiritually minded men and women. This is a day of overturning and of change.”
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"I come not here to controvert the creeds or confessions of any—I am no polemic—I know very little of 
metaphysical theology—I love not controversy—I have no scientific theory. But I appeal to you all, if 
there is not this intimate knowledge of right and wrong in each of your breasts; and I appeal to the 
Scriptures, whether in them there is not a wide difference made between doing good, and a 
performance of outward rites.”


"We have each our different theories with regard to creeds and forms; but let us not put them on a level 
with what is of so much greater moment. While we tolerate (if that can ever be a proper word to use in 
such a connection), while we acknowledge the right of opinion, as regards the various creeds and 
forms, let us not place these above the pure and practical fruits of righteousness. Is not this the reason 
why these fruits are so few in the world? Look at the low state of public morals; look at the prevalence 
and the general justification of war, and slavery, and oppression; look at all the vices of society, and see 
how the greatest abundance of creeds, and the utmost exactitude in forms, co-exist with them all; and 
judge ye, whether these are not held up, rather than doing justice and loving mercy.”


"Who can look at the crimes and sufferings of men, and not labor for reformation? Let us put our own 
souls in their souls’ stead, who are in slavery, and let us labor for their liberation as bound with them.”


"Whether you should act in organized societies, or as individuals, it is not for me to decide for any; but 
we all have a part of the work to perform, for we are all implicated in the transgression. Let us examine 
our own clothing—the furniture of our houses—the conducting of trade—the affairs of commerce—and 
then ask ourselves, whether we have not each, as individuals, a duty which, in some way or other, we 
are bound to perform.”
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Rose Street Meeting, New York City, September 29, 1841 [Free Produce, Individual Freedom]  

[Notes by recorder of the Meeting].  On Wednesday last, this beloved sister addressed the Friends 
meeting in Rose Street1… With much earnestness of feeling, she alluded to the early testimonies of 
Friends, and besought them to examine well whether the present proceedings of Quakers were in 
unison with those testimonies. She appealed to those in trade, whether they did not conform to many 
practices sanctioned by custom, but condemned by the inner voice. Of what avail was the repetition of 
their hereditary testimony against slavery, so long as they dealt without scruple in southern cotton, 
produced by unpaid labor? Was their testimony against war consistent and effective, so long as they 
took an [active?] interest in political parties and partisans, who were ready at any moment to become 
the agents and actors in a war? She warned them against a sectarian attachment to forms, to the 
neglect of vital principles; and strongly urged the impossibility of receiving opinions as a birthright. But 
above all, she pleaded for the sacredness of individual freedom,—the necessity of leaving others to 
judge for themselves concerning their line of duty; and here she alluded to existing divisions in the 
society, with great feeling and tenderness.”


Unitarian Church, Washington, D.C., January 15, 1843 [Theology, Heresy, Slavery] 

“[It] is a fact worthy of our observation, that throughout all the scripture, through all the dispensation of 
which that scripture gives us an account, that religion, justice, mercy, and all the principles of 
righteousness are highly exalted above the various forms of worship—the speculative doctrines of the 
age. But we are prone to forget this in our zeal for sectarian theology; in our earnest endeavor to exalt 
our favorite forms and rituals, and in the idea that has prevailed to a considerable extent, that we are 
the favorites of Heaven, we come to regard our sect or our professions of religion more than the 
practice of righteousness, of goodness, of truth. We confound truth with our sectarian forms, our 
systems of faith and our theology.”
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"It is time the noble dignity of man was elevated to a higher standard of goodness and truth—to that 
elevation which God designed us to occupy. I believe it to be high time there was more christian 
boldness, more moral courage, amongst mankind to speak to the sentiment of their hearts, whether 
they be in accordance with the popular doctrines of the day or not. And there is already a bursting forth 
of more independence of expression, of opinion among men—a greater freedom in their declaration of 
thought and of belief; they are becoming dissatisfied with the dogmas and theologies that they have 
been taught.”


"We all have a right to our own sentiments, we claim this as a right, but when we find sentiments to 
effect the conduct of men—when we find such opinions fastened upon the community as the essential 
doctrine of christianity and made a test of the christian character, and when this standard is regarded 
as more holy than the standard of practical righteousness in order to elevate the faith, then would it be 
well if there were more who would examine the subject and declare what were their convictions upon it, 
even though they should thereby subject themselves to the charge of heresy or infidelity. Let us come 
to the disposition of the apostle when he said, “it is after that manner that the world calls heresy that I 
worship the father.” Jesus taught the heresy of that age, and it was his opposition to the cherished 
forms and creeds of that day that constituted his greatest offence. We do not regard this heresy in its 
true light—we are disposed to adhere to the systems we have been taught, and to consider it heresy to 
call them in question, or even to endeavor to test their truth by the evidences of light and reason.”


"I come before you this evening, my friends, with all the disadvantages of a woman breaking through 
the proscribed customs of the times, to endeavor to elevate the standard of righteousness and to 
promote the common well being of mankind; and I desire to be received in that spirit which has induced 
me thus to appear before you. There has been a great advancement among the people with regard to 
woman. Her condition is destined to become improved and elevated—she is already regarded in a very 
different light from that assigned to her from the dark ages; and she should come also to appreciate 
herself and be seeking to something higher than she has formerly done. She has already entered into 
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many of the scientific and literary subjects of the age, and is enjoying the benefits of lyceums, and 
lectures and literary associations. Joining in these enjoyments, go to prove she is aspiring to something 
higher than the mere accomplishments and amusements of the day. Woman has long been excluded 
from the privilege of speaking to the people, and the Bible has been applied to for a sanction of this 
exclusion of her right to speak, even to the men of the cities. But the Bible has been quoted to 
authorize nearly every wrong in which the people have been found. The example of darker times is 
considered a sufficient authority for the present age; but is an unworthy application of the scriptures.”


“I am aware of the place I stand; I know there are many who will not allow anything to be said in behalf 
of the slave. But I believe it to be my duty to plead the cause of the poor and of the oppressed whether 
they will hear or whether they will forbear. I have long believed that an obedience to christian duty 
required that more mouths should be opened upon this subject. Yet I do not regard this as an evil 
resting upon any particular part of the country; but “we are all verily guilty concerning our brother”; the 
manufacturers of the north, the consumers of the various commodities of southern productions, are 
implicated in this matter, and while the sweets of this system are found upon our tables we are 
partakers of other men's sins.”


"But when I turned my eyes to this country, what do I behold here? What kind of an example do we 
set? The eyes of that nation [England] are upon us, and she compares our professions with our 
practices. This country which professes to be one of universal liberty, the asylum for the oppressed of 
every nation, and has not only proclaimed it to the world, but inscribed upon her parchments the 
principles of the inalienable rights of all men to the enjoyment of liberty.”


[Note:  ”In 1833 the British declared slavery illegal in all its colonies and established a period of 
apprenticeship. In 1838 they emancipated all slaves.”]
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"And is this the only crime in our land? Look at the Aborigines of our country; what an amount has it 
cost this government to drive them from their homes and from the graves of their fathers!”


"In this country now, there are appeals made to the public in behalf of peace principles, and they are 
beginning to claim considerable attention.  I regard all these things as favorable to the idea, that that 
desirable period is approaching when “nation shall not lift up sword against nation and shall learn war 
no more.” Let us not think of waiting till the millennium shall arrive, but even now, we ought to know 
better and might do better. Oh have your minds cultivated and your hearts enlightened, hesitate not to 
speak of the evils which surround you—it may be unpopular for a time, but it is diffusing itself over the 
nation, and I rejoice that the time may come when violence and war will cease to crimson the land.”


Unitarian Christians Convention, First Unitarian Church, Philadelphia, October 22, 1846 

"If we could disabuse Christianity of the errors of theology, we should do much towards advancing so 
great and glorious a system if it can be called such. But when preachers, for fear of losing their 
reputation in the religious world, speak of faith in the divinity of Christianity, and the vicarious 
atonement, they are retarding Christian progress by their want of simplicity and frankness.”


"We are too prone to take our views of Christianity from some of the credulous followers of Christ, lest 
any departure from the early disciples should fasten upon us the suspicion of unbelief in the Bible. But 
should we not feel free to speak of the narratives of those who hand down the account of Christ's 
mission, in their true character? The importance of free thinking, and honest speech, cannot be over-
estimated. Be not afraid of the reputation of Infidels, or the opprobrium of the religious world. We must 
be willing to be severed from it if necessary. And our fruits, and not our opinions, will finally judge us. 
There is but one criterion of judgment, and every body knows what love, truth, mercy are!”
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"There is too much image-worship still practiced by Christians! We are apt to proselyte to sect rather 
than to Christianity! It has been well said, our fathers made graven images, but we make verbal ones. 
God has made man after his own image, and man has made God after his image.”


"Religion is coming to be mingled with every-day life, with common goodness. The minister is ashamed 
to make such a use of the Bible as shall make it a store-house of arguments against the most sacred 
causes of humanity; to quote from the sensualist Solomon texts in defense of intemperance, or to place 
obstacles in the way of those who are seeking to break the fetter of the slave, by quoting texts of 
Scripture to prove slavery a patriarchal institution!”


"Look, too, at woman's place in society here among ourselves. There is great zeal for the relief of Hindu 
woman, but let us look at home and behold worse than their funeral pile; the immolation of woman at 
the shrine of Priestcraft! Has she leave to speak out the gushings of her soul? Ah! have you, brethren, 
unfettered yourselves from a prejudice that is tending to immolate one half the whole human family? 
Some of us have not so read the Scriptures so to find warrant for the exclusive appropriation of the 
pulpit by one sex! I know where I stand, and would speak with all delicacy. But shall not the time come 
when you will consider, if a great deal too much of church machinery and ecclesiastical formality does 
not mingle with your Christianity? Are you not wiser than your teachers … .”


Anti-Sabbath Convention, The Melodeon, Boston, March 24, 1848 


[Morning Session] “I have little to add to what has been already said upon this subject. Much that I 
could not have spoken so well, has been said for me by others. I am glad to be here, to have an 
opportunity of hearing the discussions, and also to give countenance to this important movement for 
the progress of the religious world. The distinction has been clearly and ably drawn, between mere 
forms and rituals of the Church, and practical goodness; between the consecration of man, and the 
consecration of days, the dedication of the Church, and the dedication of our lives to God. But might 
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we not go further, and shew that we are not to rely so much upon books, even upon the Bible itself, as 
upon the higher revelation within us? The time is come, and especially in New England it is come, that 
man should judge of his own self what is right, and that he should seek authority less from the 
Scriptures. It is well, however, inasmuch as the faith of a large part of the professors of Christianity rests 
upon this book, to shew that certain also of their own teachers bear witness to the truth we advocate.”


“[Compromise] is observable, in nearly all the advance steps in theological points, particularly when 
there is a reluctance to acknowledge the heresy, and a desire to appear orthodox.”


"Those who differ from us would care little for an Anti-Sabbath Convention, which should come to the 
conclusion that, after all, it would be best to have one day in seven set apart for religious purposes. 
Few intelligent clergymen will now admit, that they consecrate the day in any other sense, or that there 
is any inherent holiness in it. If you should agree that this day should be for more holy purposes than 
other days, you have granted much that they ask. Is not this Convention prepared to go farther than 
this? to dissent from this idea, and declare openly, that it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath day? That 
it is the consecration of all our time to God and to goodness, that is required of us? Not by demure 
piety; not by avoiding innocent recreation on any day of the week; but by such a distribution of time as 
shall give sufficient opportunity for such intellectual culture and spiritual improvement, as our mental 
and religious nature requires. There would not then be the necessity of a devotion of the seventh part of 
our time, even for the rational improvement that our friend yesterday considered so essential.”


"There is no testimony, no evidence there found [in the New Testament], that will authorize the 
consecration of one day above another.”


"Our progress is dependent upon our acting out our convictions. New bottles for new wine now, as in 
days past. Let us not be ashamed of the gospel that we profess, so far as to endeavor to qualify it with 
any orthodox ceremonies or expressions. We must be willing to stand out in our heresy; especially, as 

�  of �11 43



already mentioned, when the duty of Sabbath observance is carried to such an extent, that it is 
regarded, too generally, a greater crime to do an innocent thing on the first day of the week,—to use the 
needle, for instance—than to put a human being on the auction-block on the second day;—a greater 
crime to engage in harmless employment on the first day, than to go into the field of battle, and slay our 
fellow-beings, either on that or other days of the week!”


"In the existing state of society, while the laborer is over-tasked, and has so little respite from his toil, 
we may indeed rejoice, that, by common consent, he has even this one day in seven of rest; when if he 
choose, he ought to be encouraged to go out with his family, in steamboats and railroad cars; and in 
the fields and woods he might offer acceptable homage and worship to the Highest. This exercise of 
his right need not interfere at all with the conscientious action of those, who believe they may more 
acceptably worship God in temples made with hands.”


"There are signs of progress in the movements of the age. The superstitions and idols in our midst are 
held up to the view of the people. Inquiring minds are asking, “who shall show us any good?” These are 
dissatisfied with the existing forms and institutions of religious sects, and are demanding a higher 
righteousness—uprightness in everyday life. The standard of creeds and forms must be lowered, while 
that of justice, peace, and love one to another, must be raised higher and higher. “The earth shall be 
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.” We wait for no imagined millennium—no speculation 
or arithmetical calculation—no Bible research—to ascertain when this shall be. It only needs that the 
people examine for themselves—not pin their faith on ministers’ sleeves, but do their own thinking, 
obey the truth, and be made free.”


“[It] is of more importance to live up to our convictions of right, than to subscribe to the creed of any 
church.”
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"Every fetter which superstition and sectarian bigotry have imposed, must be broken, before the mind 
of man will be free. The pulpit and the press may yet be enlisted even in this cause. There are many 
thinking minds. The people do not love to have their prophets prophesying so falsely as they have 
done; and they will demand an examination into this subject. If the reformer be faithful to his 
convictions, and make no compromise with the religion of the day; if he do not seem to believe that for 
which he has no respect; if he come not to the table of the Lord unworthily; the time will not be long, 
before the clergymen of the various sects will investigate this subject with other spectacles than those 
they have hitherto worn.”


[Note:  “Criticism of the convention included this reaction to LM from the Boston Recorder: “Of graceful 
mien, with a pleasing and benignant aspect… it was yet evident by almost every sentence she uttered, 
that her soul was rankling against the kingdom of God, and his Christ””]


American Anti-Slavery Society, Broadway Tabernacle, New York City, May 9, 1848 

"In coming down to later times, this law of progress is most emphatically marked in our day, in the great 
reformatory movements which have agitated the truth-loving and sincere-hearted, engaged in the work 
of blessing man.”


"Look at your pulpits; they are widening; they are not the little, high, narrow, isolated boxes they were 
wont to be in olden time; there is room for several, and occasionally a woman is found to occupy a 
place there. (Applause.) Is not this then an evidence of progress even in the greatest and highest of 
Christian principles?”


"Look also at the condition of the colored people in respect to the ridicule which was once heaped 
upon them. Who are they now who ridicule us, because colored people are mingled in this meeting?  It 
is those whose ridicule is the scorn of the intelligent and wise of the nation. (Applause.). Now we find 
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the colored people coming forth in intelligence, in moral worth, with increasing self-respect, and are 
respected by their white brothers; we see them stand side by side with those who have thus cruelly 
treated, oppressed, and trodden them down. These, then, are the evidences of progress. Let the 
Abolitionist, who should be as the Jesus of the present age on the Mount Zion of Freedom, continue to 
say: “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old, thou shalt treat thy slaves kindly, thou shalt prepare 
them for freedom at a future day; but I say unto you hold no slaves at all, proclaim liberty now 
throughout the land to all the inhabitants thereof.” Let this be the loud sounding jubilee that shall be 
uttered. Let us no longer be blinded by the dim theology that only in the far seeing vision discovers a 
millennium, when violence shall no more be heard in the land—wasting nor destruction in her borders; 
but let us behold it now, nigh at the door—lending faith and confidence to our hopes, assuring us that 
even we ourselves shall be instrumental in proclaiming liberty to the captive.”


Women's Rights Convention, Wesleyan Chapel, Seneca Falls, New York, July 19–20, 1848 


[July 19, Evening Session] "The chief speaker was Lucretia Mott, of Philadelphia. This lady is so well 
known as a pleasing and eloquent orator, that a description of her manner would be a work of 
supererogation. Her discourse on that evening, whatever may be thought of its doctrine, was eminently 
beautiful and instructive. Her theme was the Progress of Reforms.  In illustrating her subject, she 
described the gradual advancement of the causes of Temperance, Anti-Slavery, Peace, &c., briefly, but 
in a neat and impressive style. She then alluded to the occasion which had brought the audience 
together—glanced at the rights and wrongs of women—and expressed the hope and belief that the 
movement in which she was then participating, would soon assume a grandeur and dignity worthy of 
its importance. She concluded by urging some of the gentlemen to let their voices be heard on the 
great subject.” 


[July 20, Evening Session] “Thomas M'Clintock then read several extracts from Blackstone, in proof of 
woman's servitude to man; 3 after which Lucretia Mott offered and spoke to the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That the speedy success of our cause depends upon the zealous and untiring efforts of both 
men and women, for the overthrow of the monopoly of the pulpit, and for the securing to woman an 
equal participation with men in the various trades, professions and commerce. The Resolution was 
adopted. * * * * The meeting was closed by one of Lucretia Mott's most beautiful and spiritual appeals. 
She commanded the earnest attention of that large audience for nearly an hour.”


Women's Rights Convention, Unitarian Church, Rochester, New York, August 2, 1848 

[Morning Session] “LUCRETIA MOTT arose and said, that although she was grateful for the eloquent 
speech just given, she must be allowed to object to some portions of it; such as styling “woman the 
better half of creation, and man a tyrant.”  Man had become so accustomed to speak of woman in the 
language of flattering compliments, that he indulges in such expressions unawares. She said that man 
was not a tyrant by nature, but had been made tyrannical by the power which had, by general consent, 
been conferred upon him; she merely wished that woman might be entitled to equal rights and 
acknowledged as the equal of man, not his superior. Woman is equally tyrannical when she has 
irresponsible power, and we shall never place her in a true position until we have formed a just estimate 
of mankind as created by God. She thought there were some evidences of improvement—instanced 
the reform in the literature of the day, the sickly sentimentality of the “Ladies Department,” which was 
fast disappearing, perceiving that the mind requires more substantial food.”


"LUCRETIA MOTT replied in a speech of great sarcasm and eloquence. She said that the gentleman 
from New Haven had objected to woman occupying the pulpit, and indeed she could scarcely see how 
any one educated in New Haven, Ct., could think otherwise than he did.  She said, we had all got our 
notions too much from the clergy, instead of the Bible. The Bible, she contended, had none of the 
prohibitions in regard to woman; and spoke of the “honorable women, not a few,” etc., and desired Mr. 
Colton to read his Bible over again, and see if there was anything there to prohibit woman from being a 
religious teacher. She then complimented the members of that church for opening their doors to a 
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Woman's Rights Convention, and said that a few years ago, the Female Moral Reform Society of 
Philadelphia applied for the use of a church in that city in which to hold one of their meetings; they were 
only allowed the use of the basement, and on condition that none of the women should speak at the 
meeting. Accordingly a D.D. was called upon to preside, and another to read the ladies report of the 
Society. 


[Afternoon Session] Several resolutions were then read, 4 which were presented by AMY POST to the 
preliminary meeting, and referred to this without discussion. LUCRETIA MOTT ably advocated them, 
though she pronounced them too tame; she wished to have something more stirring.

 

Mrs. MOTT remarked that our aim should be to elevate the lowly and aid the weak. She compared the 
condition of woman, to that of the free colored population, and dwelt upon the progress they had made 
within the last few years, urging woman to imitate them in their perseverance though oppression and 
prejudice, and said, “while woman is regarded as an inferior being, while the Bible is brought forward to 
prove the right of her present position, and while she is disposed to feel satisfied with it, all these efforts 
can do but little. We cannot expect to do much by meeting in Conventions for these borne down by the 
oppressor, unless the oppressed themselves feel and act, and while so little attention is paid to her 
education, and so little respect for woman.”


“Sermon to the Medical Students,” Cherry Street Meeting, Philadelphia, February 11, 1849 

[Note: "In an undated letter (ca. December 1848) to her sister Martha Wright (1806–75), LM wrote, “The 
medical students, some of them, have asked me to have a meeting for them” (Hallowell, 309). Her 
audience was composed of students from the Thomas Jefferson Medical College and the University of 
Pennsylvania Medical School”] 


�  of �16 43



[Why the meeting does not open with a hymn]:  “Some of us believe we may understand the sacred 
harmony and melodious note arising in the soul—singing and making melody in the heart, without a 
dependence upon measured lines or the music of the voice.”


[Why the meeting does not open with a prayer]:  “We may [offer prayers] in the secret of the heart … 
without the intervention of words, or the aid of the priest or minister.”


“Is not the time arrived, that intelligent, spiritually-enlightened minds, should have such free access to 
this throne of grace, as to render less necessary, in the assemblies of the people, the delivery of an oral 
prayer?”


“I called you not here for any theological discussion.  The religion we profess [is] not wrapped in 
mystery, or in the theories [dividing Christianity].”


“I confess to you, my friends, that I am a worshipper after the way called heresy—a believer after the 
manner which many deem infidel … that the kingdom of God is within us—that there is his sacred and 
divine temple.  This religious doctrine is simple, because it appeals to self-evident conviction.  It is 
divested of mystery and mysticism, for it is not necessarily connected with anything miraculous or 
extraordinary.”


“I believe [humanity] is created innately good; that [our] instincts are for good.”


“This is the beauty and divinity of true religion, that it is universal —a nice sense of justice, a quick 
perception of love, a keen apprehension of mercy, and of all the glorious attributes of God.”


“In the exercise of the intellectual powers, in the advancement and discoveries in science, the vague 
theories of past ages are yielding to fact and demonstration, so as to require no dry argument to prove 
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their truth to the hearer. So also in religion, the highest concern of man. Theories long held in darkness, 
are now brought to a strict examination; the people are exercising their rational powers, and bringing 
that which is offered them, to the light of truth in themselves. In this there is much to hope. The 
intelligent mind receiving truth in the obedience of a little child, comes to be quick in its perception and 
understanding, of all that belongs to the soul’s salvation … This is no mere Quaker doctrine.”


“Cultivate this ennobling view; be obedient to the truth; so will you make advancement in your several 
neighborhoods and become wiser than your teachers. You will exalt the standard of justice and mercy 
above that around which your Fathers have rallied. One object in inviting you here this evening was, to 
speak plainly, as regards the prevailing errors and sins of the time. This is a most important day,—a 
notable age in which we live. Great principles of truth, noble views of humanity are being advocated. 
Faith in human nature is increasing, and many are coming, from every department of society, and 
investigating great questions of human concernment. The former dependence on the monopoly of the 
pulpit is broken, the people are thinking and acting for themselves and their fellow human beings, in the 
various relations to society.”


“Your growing knowledge of the system of man impresses the importance of observing every law of his 
physical being, in order to be preserved a perfect whole. The light of truth has revealed to you your 
noble powers, and the responsibility of exercising them in the purity with which they have been 
bestowed. If then by your studies you are made intelligently acquainted with these things, and if 
superadded, you have a quick sense of the divinity of the soul, responding to and according with this 
knowledge, how increasingly incumbent is it upon you to carry out your principles among your 
associates, so that you be not found in the back ground in the great reformation that is taking place in 
human society.
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This is part of my religion—a part of true Christianity, and you must bear with me, my friends, if I press 
upon you duties, having reference to your different relations in society, to your intercourse with men, 
wherever you are placed.”  


“There are many now looking at the subject of slavery in all its bearing, who are sympathizing with the 
condition of the poor and oppressed in our land. Although many of you may be more immediately 
connected with this system, yet it is coming to be regarded as not a mere sectional question, but a 
national and an individual one. It is interwoven throughout our country, into much with which we have to 
do, that we may well acknowledge we are all, all “verily guilty concerning our brother.” There is, 
therefore, the greater responsibility that we first examine ourselves and ascertain what there is for us to 
do in order that we may speedily rid ourselves of the great evil that is clinging to us.”


“Is this an evil that cannot be remedied? A remedy is nigh at hand, even at the door. The voice has 
been heard saying “Proclaim liberty to the captive, the opening of the prison to them that are bound.” 
“Proclaim yet liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof.” To this land peculiarly is 
this language applicable. In this land especially are we called to be faithful in this subject. Be true to 
your conviction of duty then, oh my brethren, and you will have the blessing of beholding your own 
country purged of the iniquity, and be brought to acknowledge that the divine hand of mercy and love 
has been stretched over our land.


[Here a few persons, irritated by this reference to the question of slavery, left the meeting.]


“The subject of slavery you must know, is now agitating the country from one end to the other. The 
Church and the Legislative Hall are occupied with its discussion. It will be presented to you in all its 
various bearings, and let me urge such faithfulness to the light which you have, as shall prepare you to 
become able advocates for the oppressed. So shall the blessing descend upon you as well as upon 
those for whom the appeal is made. I should not be true to myself did I not thus urge this subject upon 
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your consideration. When you have opportunities for meditation and reflection, when your feelings are 
soothed by the circumstances around you, may you be led to reflect upon your duties, and the 
responsibility of your position in society.”


“This then is the religion that is offered to your acceptance. I would not weary you with words, fully 
believing that each has a Teacher within himself …


We have the revelation of God as much in this age as in any that has gone before us, and if we have 
faith, we shall do the things done in former times and greater—that which has been spoken in the ear in 
closets, shall be heard upon the house-top.”


“May all the difficulties that have hindered the progress of true religion be removed. May it be stripped 
of the gloomy appendages of the sects and presented to view in its pristine purity and beauty, bearing 
the impress of the Divinity. Nothing of gloominess, nothing of dullness connected with it; nothing that 
debars from innocent cheerfulness, or conflicts with any of the rational powers with which we are 
gifted. The noble intelligence of man has not been allowed its proper place. There is ever a blessed 
harmony between every revelation of truth and reason, when not corrupted by the false dictates of 
appetite, or clouded by tradition and superstition.”


“Let us then be true to our calling, preserving the holy union of faith and righteousness, religion and 
humanity; so shall all the mists and clouds of ignorance and prejudice be dispelled. “The light of the 
moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun as the light of seven days.”


American Anti-Slavery Society, Minerva Rooms, New York City, May 8, 1849 [Speaking Truth] 


Lucretia Mott, of Philadelphia, hoped we should not rely for the interest of these meetings, upon our 
agents and our habitual speakers, but that every one present, like our friend who has just sat down [Mr. 
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Haydock of Hudson who supported slaveholders but changed his mind] would speak “as the spirit 
gave him utterance.” We need, she continued, that our confidence in the might of Truth should be 
enlarged and strengthened. Much had been said to-day of the tremendous power of the Church and 
the Government in obstructing anti-slavery work; and yet, as was said of old, “wine is strong and 
woman is strong, but truth is stronger than all,” so would she now say. The Constitution is strong, and 
the Church is strong, but the Truth is stronger than both, it is omnipotent, and it will triumph yet.”


Cherry Street Meeting, Philadelphia, November 4, 1849 [The Bible]


“What are the abuses and what are the proper uses of the Bible, and of this day of the week? This 
question is of some importance for us to seek to answer aright lest we should fall into the popular error 
that prevails upon this subject. Mingling as we do in religious Society generally, adopting some of its 
forms, and some of its theories, we have need to be upon our guard lest we fall into the superstition 
and error and before we are aware, become bigoted in our opinions and denunciatory in our conduct. 
We know well that in Christendom generally it is assumed that the Bible is the word of God, while we 
from the earliest date of our religious Society have declared and believe we have been sustained by 
Scripture testimony in the view that the word of God is a quickening spirit … .”


"This divine and holy spirit which is a quickening spirit and has ever been believed to be by this Society 
the word of God and the only word of God; that it has been through the operation and inspiring power 
of this word that the testimony to the truth has been borne in various ages of the world; that this 
testimony, wherever it be found either in Scriptures or out of them, is but a corroboration of the word 
and not the word itself … .”


"The great error in Christendom is that the Bible is called the word, that it is taken as a whole, as a 
volume of plenary inspiration and in this way it has proved one of the strongest pillars to uphold 
ecclesiastical power and hireling priesthood. What has been the power of this book? Is it not uniformly 

�  of �21 43



taken among all the professors to establish their peculiar creeds, their dogmas of faith and their forms 
of worship, be they ever so superstitious?”


"Is not the Bible sought from beginning to end for its isolated passages wherewith to prove the most 
absurd dogmas that ever were palmed off upon a credulous people; dogmas doing violence to the 
divine gift of reason with which man is so beautifully endowed; doing violence to all his feelings, his 
sense of justice and mercy with which the Most High has seen fit to clothe him? The Bible has been 
taken to make man from his very birth a poor corrupt sinful creature, and to make his salvation depend 
upon the sacrifice of Jesus in order that he should be saved. When his understanding has been 
imposed on by a Trinity and atonement in the manner that it has, well may we say that the abuse of the 
Bible has been a means of strengthening priestcraft, and to give sanction to sectarian ordinances and 
establishments. We find the religionists, especially those whose greater interest it is to build up sect 
than to establish truth and righteousness in the earth, and probably many of these in the vain idea that 
by this means they shall do the other more effectually, ready to flee to the Bible for authority for all their 
mysteries, their nonsensical dogmas, that have been imposed as articles of belief, as essential 
doctrines of Christianity. But also my friends has there not been an unworthy resort to this volume to 
prove the rightfulness of war and Slavery, and of crushing woman's powers, the assumption of 
authority over her, and indeed of all the evils under which the earth, humanity has groaned from age to 
age?”


"Slavery, you know how ready the apologists for Slavery and these apologists, to the shame of the 
church be it spoken, have been abundantly found in the pulpit, have screened themselves behind their 
imagined patriarchal institution and what sanction has been given to this greatest of all oppressions, 
this most wicked system which the English language furnishes no words where with rightly to depict 
the enormity of its cruelty. And this is done even to the present time by these priests of sect, these 
monopolizers of the pulpit."
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"We may rejoice that truth has been found stronger than all these, that thus the great efforts that have 
been made in our day for peace, for human freedom, for temperance, for moral purity, for the removal 
of all oppressions and monopolies that are afflicting mankind, have been to a considerable extent 
successful notwithstanding such obstacles as a popular priesthood, a popular clergy, and a popular 
belief and the use of the Bible, have placed in the way of these great reformations.”


"Therefore we see the religious world gone on satisfying itself with its mysteries, with its mere theories 
of religion. These they regard as useful but which are really anything but true religion. We see them 
going on satisfied with their forms and devotions, taking comparatively little interest in the great subject 
of truth and humanity.”


"I also enjoy while I am coming down to my chosen place of gathering, the liberty, the freedom that is 
manifested in our fellow citizens, going each to his chosen places of worship.”


"Let us then my friends cherish a religion which shall be rational and which shall be reasonable in its 
observance and in its requirements. Let us keep hold of the faith that is in accordance with reason and 
with the intelligent dictates of the pure spirit of God. Let us ever hold up the supremacy of this spirit of 
this divine guidance as far above all the leadings of men and the teaching of books or the veneration 
that is imposed by the observance of these, or by worship in meeting houses. We need to understand 
the worship that is more in our everyday life, that is manifested more by efforts of love and of devotion 
to truth and righteousness. We need to consecrate ourselves more to God and to humanity and less to 
forms and ceremonies and to verbal faith.”
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“Discourse on Woman,” Assembly Buildings, Philadelphia, December 17, 1849 [Women] 


[This was her most widely published speech]


[In part LM was responding to an earlier lecture by Richard Dana on “Woman and Her Influence on 
Society,” criticizing the women’s rights movement.  He said, “In her ambition to act the Man, she only 
ceases to be the Woman.”]


“There is nothing of greater importance to the well-being of society at large—of man as well as woman
—than the true and proper position of woman. Much has been said, from time to time, upon this 
subject. It has been a theme for ridicule, for satire and sarcasm. We might look for this from the 
ignorant and vulgar; but from the intelligent and refined we have a right to expect that such weapons 
shall not be resorted to,—that gross comparisons and vulgar epithets shall not be applied, so as to 
place woman, in a point of view, ridiculous to say the least. This subject has claimed my earnest 
interest for many years.”


"The minds of young people generally, are open to the reception of more exalted views upon this 
subject. The kind of homage that has been paid to woman, the flattering appeals which have too long 
satisfied her—appeals to her mere fancy and imagination, are giving place to a more extended 
recognition of her rights, her important duties and responsibilities in life. Woman is claiming for herself 
stronger and more profitable food. Various are the indications leading to this conclusion. The increasing 
attention to female education, the improvement in the literature of the age, especially in what is called 
the “Ladies’ Department,” in the periodicals of the day, are among the proofs of a higher estimate of 
women in society at large. Therefore we may hope that the intellectual and intelligent are being 
prepared for the discussion of this question, in a manner which shall tend to enoble woman and dignify 
man. Free discussion upon this, as upon all other subjects, is never to be feared; nor will be, except by 
such as prefer darkness to light.”
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"I have no prepared address to deliver to you, being unaccustomed to speak in that way; but I felt a 
wish to offer some views for your consideration, though in a desultory manner, which may lead to such 
reflection and discussion as will present the subject in a true light.”


"Why should not woman seek to be a reformer? If she is to shrink from being such an iconoclast as 
shall “break the image of man's lower worship,” as so long held up to view; if she is to fear to exercise 
her reason, and her noblest powers, lest she should be thought to “attempt to act the man,” and not 
“acknowledge his supremacy”; if she is to be satisfied with the narrow sphere assigned her by man, nor 
aspire to a higher, lest she should transcend the bounds of female delicacy; truly it is a mournful 
prospect for woman. We would admit all the difference, that our great and beneficent Creator has 
made, in the relation of man and woman, nor would we seek to disturb this relation; but we deny that 
the present position of woman, is her true sphere of usefulness: nor will she attain to this sphere, until 
the disabilities and disadvantages, religious, civil, and social, which impede her progress, are removed 
out of her way.”


"A new generation of women is now upon the stage, improving the increased opportunities furnished 
for the acquirement of knowledge. Public education is coming to be regarded the right of the children of 
a republic. The hill of science is not so difficult of ascent as formerly represented by poets and painters; 
but by fact and demonstration, smoothed down, so as to be accessible to the assumed weak capacity 
of woman.”


"The question is often asked, “What does woman want, more than she enjoys? What is she seeking to 
obtain? Of what rights is she deprived? What privileges are withheld from her?” I answer, she asks 
nothing as favor, but as right, she wants to be acknowledged a moral, responsible being. She is 
seeking not to be governed by laws, in the making of which she has no voice. She is deprived of almost 
every right in civil society, and is a cypher in the nation, except in the right of presenting a petition. In 
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religious society her disabilities, as already pointed out, have greatly retarded her progress. Her 
exclusion from the pulpit or ministry—her duties marked out for her by her equal brother man, subject 
to creeds, rules, and disciplines made for her by him—this is unworthy her true dignity. In marriage, 
there is assumed superiority, on the part of the husband, and admitted inferiority, with a promise of 
obedience, on the part of the wife. This subject calls loudly for examination, in order that the wrong 
may be redressed.”


“I would not, however, go so far, either as regards the abject slave or woman [to say they deserve it]; for 
in both cases they may be so degraded by the crushing influences around them, that they may not be 
sensible of the blessing of Freedom. Liberty is not less a blessing, because oppression has so long 
darkened the mind that it cannot appreciate it.”


“Far be it from me to encourage woman to vote, or to take an active part in politics, in the present state 
of our government. Her right to the elective franchise, however, is the same, and should be yielded to 
her, whether she exercise that right or not. Would that man too, would have no participation in a 
government based upon the life-taking principle—upon retaliation and the sword. It is unworthy a 
Christian nation. But when, in the diffusion of light and intelligence, a convention shall be called to 
make regulations for self-government on Christian, non-resistant principles, I can see no good reason, 
why woman should not participate in such an assemblage, taking part equally with man.”


[Quoting English writer William Blackstone on common law]:  “Rights are human rights, and pertain to 
human beings, without distinction of sex. Laws should not be made for man or for woman, but for 
mankind. Man was not born to command, nor woman to obey.”


"On no good ground can the legal existence of the wife be suspended during marriage, and her 
property surrendered to her husband. In the intelligent ranks of society, the wife may not, in point of 
fact, be so degraded as the law would degrade her; because public sentiment is above the law. Still, 
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while the law stands, she is liable to the disabilities which it imposes. Among the ignorant classes of 
society, woman is made to bear heavy burdens, and is degraded almost to the level of the slave.”


"Within a few years, however, some colleges have been instituted, where young women are admitted, 
nearly upon equal terms with young men; and numbers are availing themselves of their long denied 
rights. This is among the signs of the times, indicative of an advance for women. The book of 
knowledge is not opened to her in vain. Already is she aiming to occupy important posts of honor and 
profit in our country.”


"Let woman then go on—not asking a favor, but claiming as right, the removal of all the hindrances to 
her elevation in the scale of being—let her receive encouragement for the proper cultivation of all her 
powers, so that she may enter profitably into the active business of life; employing her own hands, in 
ministering to her necessities, strengthening her physical being by proper exercise, and observance of 
the laws of health.”


"Then in the marriage union, the independence of the husband and wife will be equal, their dependence 
mutual, and their obligations reciprocal.”


Cherry Street Meeting, Philadelphia, March 31, 1850 [Religious Education] 

“[There is] a fatal want of faith and confidence, in the power with which God has gifted the creatures he 
has made, to bring about such a state of Society as we acknowledge to be desirable, but which, in the 
erroneous teachings and views which are instilled in our religious Education, we are so prone to put off 
to some millennium day—some too frequently far distant future, when by some miraculous providence 
the kingdom of this world shall become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ. The fact is mournful 
that nearly all the preaching and praying, and the religious observances or beliefs of the world, go to 
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strengthen this idea rather than impress upon men their individual and co-operative duty to do justice 
to their fellow-beings, to exercise mercy to all classes of Society."


"True religion, the religion of Jesus, if we understood it aright, would lead us into the true philosophical 
spirit of political economy, not in the partisan sense of the word, by any means; but into such a true 
consideration of the causes of these great evils as would lead into laying the axe at the root of the 
corrupt tree of arbitrary power which has been produced by the assumption of false claims of man over 
his fellow-man. This cause has produced this most deplorable state of things. Let our text then be, all 
things whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you do ye even so unto them.”


"It is greatly gratifying to behold this spirit in man, and I [wish] that every pulpit of this city were used 
this day to commend these efforts, this extension of favor to those [outside] the pale of their Church. It 
is a mournful fact that most of the preaching and praying, is addressed to those who are within the pale 
of the Church. We need a church for humanity, a religion that shall reach the suffering and 
downtrodden; we need a Christianity, that is, we need to learn the true Christianity that will lead us to 
put our souls in the souls’ stead of the oppressed.”


Women's Rights Convention, City Hall, Syracuse, New York, September 8–10, 1852 


[September 8, Morning Session] As the question on the adoption of the report was about being put, 
Mrs. MOTT arose and stated, that as there might be objections to her appointment, she desired that the 
vote on each officer might be taken separately. The Chairman (Mrs. [Paulina Wright] DAVIS) put the 
question accordingly, and the entire audience, with the exception of her husband [JM], voted that Mrs. 
MOTT should preside. The President and other officers, who also were unanimously elected, having 
taken their seats, the President remarked, that she was unpractised in parliamentary proceedings, 
shrinking ever from such positions, and was therefore quite unprepared for anything like a suitable 
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speech. She invoked, however, great and heartfelt attention to the business before them, dispensing 
with all egotism or self-display.”


Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society, Assembly Buildings, Philadelphia, December 15–16, 1852 

"Mrs. Mott introduced a resolution against the purchase of slaves, which after a slight verbal 
amendment was unanimously adopted as follows:


Resolved, That the increasing application for means to purchase slaves from their claimants should 
receive no countenance or aid from Abolitionists, nor from the community generally; such purchase 
being—if not an indirect acknowledgment of the right of property in man,—an unwise appropriation of 
funds, which are so much needed to accomplish our great work—the overthrow of the slave system 
and the emancipation of every slave.”


Women's Rights Convention, Broadway Tabernacle, New York City, September 6–7, 1853 

"It may be well, at the outset, to declare distinctly the objects of the present Convention. Its purpose is 
to declare principles, not to descend into the consideration of details: the principles, namely, of the co-
equality of woman with man, and her right to practice those arts of life for which she is fitted by nature. 
Those are our great principles, and the assertion of them is our only present purpose.”


"We are prepared for a great deal of religious prejudice and even hostility; that is, prejudice and hostility 
claiming the name of religious. No wonder, for it is something new for woman to aim at the highest 
office—that which places her in the pulpit. But already has her voice been heard there, and to her 
credit.  We have obstacles to encounter, but let them not dismay us, for they are not insurmountable.”
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"This is called a “Woman's Rights Convention,” but, I apprehend, the phrase, “Human Rights” would 
more appropriately express its principles and its aims, as I am glad to find they have been set forth by 
the speakers here this morning.”


"A request was made last night by some person, I don't know who, or rather a challenge was offered, 
that three good reasons should be given why women should vote.  Perhaps, had the person making 
this demand had this question put to him, namely, “What reasons are there why men should vote?” he 
would have considered the reasons so self-evident as to make any answer superfluous. Yet it would be 
found difficult, I apprehend, to assign any reason, why men should vote, which would not be found to 
be an equally good reason for extending the elective franchise to women."


Women's Rights Convention, Melodeon Hall, Cleveland, October 5 and 7, 1853 

"Has the slave been oppressed so long that he cannot appreciate the blessings of Liberty? and has 
woman been so long crushed, enervated, paralyzed, prostrated by the influences by which she has 
been surrounded, that she too is ready to say she would not have any more rights if she could? Why 
she does not know her position, and whereof she affirms. A clergyman in Auburn, N.Y., soon after the 
Syracuse Convention, delivered a sermon pronouncing it an infidel convention,—for you know that is 
the usual weapon of defense against whatever appears to conflict with accepted creeds. He said the 
ladies of his congregation, “he was happy to state, were not sensible of any chains binding them, not 
sensible of any liberties taken from them.” Now this is the common boast. . . .“


"It is not Christianity but priestcraft that has subjected woman as we find her. The Church and State 
have been united, and it is well for us to see it so.”


"Why is it that good works have such great success all over the world? Translate that sermon on the 
Mount into all languages, and the response to it, is world wide. Why is it that Harriet Beecher Stowe has 
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had such success throughout the wide world? Because her work reaches the sense of right in the 
universal human heart.”


Rose Street Meeting, New York City, November 11, 1855  

“All the progressive features of our age were summed up by Mrs. MOTT with wondrous compactness; 
and while their existence was traced by her to the growing anxiety of the human mind to emancipate 
itself from the influence of Priestcraft, “every one to do his own and her own thinking,” to pass from the 
childhood of civilization into the riper sphere of manhood. . . .”


Women's Rights Convention, Broadway Tabernacle, New York City, November 25–26, 1856 

"It would be well for people to remember that this readiness to bring up the Bible against this reform 
has been equally manifested in regard to every other reform. I would not undervalue the efficacy of 
these Scriptures to any that may profit thereby, but I would ask that all should read them so intelligently 
as to discriminate between that which belonged to the age exclusively in which it was written, and that 
which is applicable to the time in which we live. Very great changes occur in history, very great 
advances are made, and we must make this discrimination in everything.”


"The religious veneration of woman has been so misdirected by her religious training, that she needs to 
be taught to judge for herself. She will find, when she does so, that the Scriptures have been perverted, 
and that the customs of society are not always founded in truth and justice. Nor will her veneration for 
the good, the true, and the divine, be lessened when she learns to respect the divinity of her own 
nature; nor will she be ashamed of this new Gospel of truth, or afraid to declare it before the people."
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"Believe me, my sisters, the time is come for you to avail yourselves of all the avenues that are opened 
to you. I would that woman would wake up to a sense of the long-continued degradation and wrong 
that has been heaped upon her! Like the poor slave at the South, too many of our sex are insensible of 
their wrongs, and incapable of fully appreciating the blessings of freedom. I therefore submit, in 
reference to this subject, the following resolution: Resolved, That as the poor slave's alleged 
contentment with his servile and cruel bondage, only proves the depth of his degradation; so the 
assertion of woman that she has all the rights she wants, only proves how far the restrictions and 
disabilities to which she has been subjected have rendered her insensible to the blessings of true 
liberty.”


Yardleyville, Pennsylvania, September 26, 1858 [Skepticism, Infidelity, Truth] 

"We have a divine teaching to which we should adhere. The great principles of justice, love and truth 
are divinely implanted in the hearts of men. If we pay proper heed unto these, we shall have no 
occasion to go to the ancient practices to find authority for our actions in the present day.”


"We are justified in our skepticisms. It is our religious duty to be skeptical of the plans of salvation. The 
veneration of believers has been held to them by not allowing them to think. They have been afraid to 
exercise the test of enlightened reason which God has given them lest they should be called infidels—
should be branded with infidelity. It is time the theology of the day had passed away. And it has, to a 
great extent. It is modified. As an instance, we might refer to the New School Presbyterians, arraying 
themselves against the old Calvinistic doctrines. 3 Others might be enumerated. The people now are 
ceasing to believe what their verbal creed teaches them. If there was a freedom and independence 
among them, such as the truth would give, they would be less trammelled. ‘If the truth shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed.’”
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"I would not set a high opinion on the Catholic Church, the Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Quaker, or any other. They all have their elements of goodness, and they all have their elements of 
bondage; and if we yield obedience to them, we become subject to them, and are brought under 
bondage. If we acknowledge this truth, and bow to it, we shall dare to show our dissent. We will let 
them alone, treating them with a toleration without limit, a faith without contention, with regard to their 
opinions.”


"When we thus appeal to the teachings of the divine spirit, we shall find it to exist in every human 
breast. This is the revealed religion, and it is time that it was claimed as such.”


"It is not strange that there should be atheism in the world, while such false ideas of God are inculcated 
in the hearts of the people. We cannot in any way come to the worship of God, by any of these fancied 
attributes, without humanizing him. Therefore, we must come to know him by our merciful acts, our 
pure, our upright conduct, our every-day righteousness, our goodness. We must come to be with him 
by declaring ‘woe unto the transgressor.’ We must not make compromises with injustice. If the mission 
of Jesus was so emphatically to bring ‘peace on earth and good will to men,’ we must endeavor to 
carry it out, and not place it away in the distance, in the ‘millennium.’”


"But the efforts for the dominion of peace are greater now than ever before. The very first message 
transmitted to us across the Atlantic, by means of that mightiest instrument of men, the offspring of the 
divine, intellectual intelligence of man, wrought in our day, was a prophetic view of greater peace on 
earth."


[Note:  "Although it did not prove ultimately successful, on August 5 a transatlantic cable had been laid. 
On August 16 the message from England read, “Europe and America are united by telegraphic 
communication. Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, good will toward men.””]
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"It is impossible to hold any nation in slavery, when their minds shall be enlightened sufficiently to 
appreciate the blessings of liberty. When the sacred principles of truth come to be evolved to the 
understandings of the children of men, how will all your theologists sink before them!”


"This is really a notable age, and we have to hail it that we have not to wait for a far-distant day for the 
kingdom of God to come. There is an advancement, and its influence is felt so much that the minister 
begins to be ashamed to turn over the leaves of the Bible to prove the wrong, rather than to find therein 
advocacy of the right.”


Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society, Town-Hall, Kennett Square, October 25–26, 1860 

"For it is not John Brown the soldier that we praise; it is John Brown the moral hero; John Brown the 
noble confessor and patient martyr whom we honor, and whom we think it proper to honor in this day 
when men are carried away by the corrupt and pro-slavery clamor against him. Our weapons were 
drawn only from the armory of Truth; they were those of faith and hope and love. They were those of 
moral indignation strongly expressed against wrong. Robert Purvis has said that I was “the most 
belligerent Non-Resistant he ever saw.” 4 I accept the character he gives me; and I glory in it. I have no 
idea, because I am a Non-Resistant, of submitting tamely to injustice inflicted either on me or on the 
slave. I will oppose it with all the moral powers with which I am endowed. I am no advocate of passivity. 
Quakerism, as I understand it, does not mean quietism. The early Friends were agitators; disturbers of 
the peace; and were more obnoxious in their day to charges which are now so freely made than we 
are.”


30th Anniversary of the American Anti-Slavery Society, Concert Hall, Philadelphia, Dec. 3–4, 1863 

"When our friends were talking of what was done, and how we were received in the beginning, and 
when Church and State were, as our friend GARRISON showed so clearly, arrayed against us, I 
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remembered that then, just as in olden times, the common people heard us gladly.  In truth, the original 
good heart of the people—excuse my theology—cannot resist the wisdom and the power with which 
Truth speaks to their understanding; and therefore it was that we were gladly received among them.”


American Anti-Slavery Society, Church of the Puritans and Cooper Institute, NYC, May, 1864 

"I never had anything more to confirm my faith in the infinite and the eternal than the success of our 
weapons of warfare, wielded as they have been, morally, in season and out of season, full of fight as we 
have been, using the severest language that our dictionary could furnish us with, or that our thoughts 
could bring forth, to describe the monster slavery.”


"And do not let us be so distrustful of human nature, of the good heart in man, as to suppose that if 
men have done wrong, they have done as nearly right as they could. Why, human nature judges what is 
right. Let us have confidence in the human heart.”


"But we are too much accustomed yet, as our friend said they are in England, to honor people in office. 
We know them—we know how loyal they are; but we, the people here, we are the administration. 
Woman is taking her place—here is Susan B. Anthony calling attention to the Women's National League
—and the men and women united, the people united, are to become the administration of the country; 
and then we shall look on these petty servants of ours that are in office, and while we shall give them all 
the honor they deserve, we shall feel that we must honor most MAN; MAN, wherever he is found; MAN
—the Black man and the white man; yes, and WOMAN, too. (Applause.)”


"Young women of America, I want you to make yourselves acquainted with the history of the Woman's 
Rights movement, from the days of Mary Wollstonecraft.  All honor to Mary Wollstonecraft [1759-1797]. 

�  of �35 43



Her name was cast out as evil, even as that of Jesus was cast out as evil, and as those of the apostles 
were cast out as evil; but her name shall yet go forth and stand as the pioneer of this movement. I want 
to note the progress of this cause, and know now that Woman's redemption is at hand, yea, even at the 
doors. (Applause.)”


Fifteenth Street Meeting, New York City, November 11, 1866 [Skepticism, Non-Conformity] 

"Why, my friends, we are responsible, divinely so, for our reason and its right cultivation; and I am glad 
to perceive that the people are not afraid to think, and that skepticism has become a religious duty—
skepticism as to the schemes of salvation, the plans of redemption, that are abounding in the religious 
world; that this kind of doubt, and unbelief are coming to be a real belief; and a better theology will 
follow—has followed.”


"The fear of man proves a snare to many; and we do not make as much progress as we should by 
reason of this fear of sect, of man, of non-conformity. We need non-conformity in our age, and I believe 
it will come; as heterodoxy has come, as heresy has come, so I believe there will be non-conformity 
enough to set a right estimate, and no more than a just estimate, upon days, and times, and places of 
worship.”


Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society, Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, November 22–23, 1866 

"They have told us that the time has not yet come [for freed slaves to vote], while the slave in so many 
instances is only nominally and legally free, while in fact the almost unlimited power of his oppressor 
continues; and that in many parts of our Southland large numbers of families of slaves are still actually 
held in bondage, and their labor extorted from them by the lash, as formerly; that while, so far as the 
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law is concerned, they may no longer be publically bought and sold, yet they have been actually sold 
and transferred from place to place.”


American Equal Rights Association, Church of the Puritans, New York City, May 9–10, 1867 

"The cause is dear to my heart, and has been from my earliest days. Being a native of the island of 
Nantucket, where women were thought something of, and had some connection with the business 
arrangements of life, as well as with their domestic homes, I grew up so thoroughly imbued with 
woman's rights that it was the most important question of my life from a very early day. I hail this more 
public movement for its advocacy, and have been glad that I had strength enough to co-operate to 
some extent.”


"The PRESIDENT (Mrs. Mott) said that woman had a right to be a little jealous of the addition of so 
large a number of men to the voting class, for the colored men would naturally throw all their strength 
upon the side of those opposed to woman's enfranchisement.”


Free Religious Association, Horticultural Hall, Boston, May 30, 1867 

"OUR PRESIDENT [a Unitarian minister] announced me as a representative of the Quaker Sect, or the 
Society of Friends. I must do our friends at home the justice to say that I am not here as a 
representative of any sect. I am not delegated by any portion, or by any conference or consultation of 
Friends in any way. I am here, as some say, “on my own hook.””


Second Unitarian Church, Brooklyn, New York, November 24, 1867 [Free-thinking] 

"This I consider to be the prevailing language of the Divine Spirit, this the voice of the Word of Truth 
which we may so speak of and declare that every man may hear in his own tongue wherein he is born, 
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whether Presbyterian, Unitarian, Methodist, or Episcopalian—Catholic or Protestant,—Dissenters, or 
what are called Infidels—though I would rather not use any term that might not seem sufficiently 
respectful to the free-thinker, for I believe free-thinking to be a religious duty; and a skepticism of the 
religious plans that prevail—however those may be in religious veneration,—I believe that such proving 
all things, such trying all things, and holding fast only to that which is good, is the great religious duty of 
our age. The superstitions of the past must give way to this incorruptible spirit which searcheth all 
things.”


Pennsylvania Peace Society,  Assembly Buildings, Philadelphia, November 17–18, 1868 

"When all the troubles that are connected with man's relations, that are now made the causes of war, 
have been presented to the people in the light which they can readily perceive to be true, they will 
readily accept them for there is a love of peace in the heart of every one. They will come to see that 
there is a reasonable principle that will lead us to abandon the barbarism of war."


"Another result, that we may look forward to with hope, is the removal of the death penalty and when 
this is the case we can present this to the people as something that can be carried out now. It will be 
just as it was with Slavery, just as the rights of man are coming to be considered all over the world in a 
far better light than they ever have been before."


"Notwithstanding all the apparent love of war and fighting, there is an innate love of peace, an innate 
love of justice, the hearts of the people are right. Let us therefore respect these and keep on in our 
work, do that which hands find to do, and though our meetings may be small, not many of us, not many 
learned, not many great ones, we must be satisfied to work on.”
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Race Street Meeting, Philadelphia, March 14, 1869 [Beyond Sectarianism] 

"For the Jew, for the Catholic and the Protestant, as well as those who are unconnected with the 
religious associations, and who find their enjoyment and their religious devotions out of and aside from 
any sectarian union, who are equally good and pure and religious in taking their pleasure and their 
means of piety in the broad woods and forests of our country, or in the retirement of their chamber and 
closet, in their reading and all the various ways in which they may be employed in the day of the week. I 
say, with all these we do see there is a better understanding of the requirements of truth, of religion, of 
devotion and of worship.”


"The divine principle is “the light that lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” This, I say, as it is 
now manifesting itself on our eastern coast and in some parts of these middle states, has my interest, 
my desire for its progress and that it may be carried out in such a practical way as to have its direct 
bearing on its adherents in all their relations in society. I look to it; I look to our friends, if they will only 
be true to their principles, and be the reformers they ought to be."


Pennsylvania Peace Society, Friends’ Meeting House, Abington, Pennsylvania, September, 1869 

"The treatment of the Indians may seem, by some, not to be strictly relevant to the subject of peace, 
and one for the Peace Society to take up, but we know as in the great crime of human slavery, that it 
never could have gone to the extent it has, but for war, so with the Indians they never could have 
arrived at the state of revenge and cruelty towards the white inhabitants of this land, if they had not set 
the example by taking the sword.”


"Some of the best writers of the age have pronounced war to be a barbarism, second only to the great 
evil of religious persecution.”
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"We have never considered the wrongs of the Indian as our own. We have aided in driving them further 
and further west, until as the poor Indian has said, “You will drive us away, until we go beyond the 
setting sun” [quote from Black Hawk]. I would ask if, with the profession that we as Friends have made, 
of care for the Indians, we have been active enough in our labors.”


"I was glad to hear how this peace principle was progressing. If we can once do away with the practice 
of taking life, it will be a great advance in the world. I have been glad that in the Peace Society a strong 
protest has been made against capital punishment.”


Opening of Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania, November 10, 1869 

“LUCRETIA MOTT followed, expressing her deep interest in the College, and her hope that it would 
never degenerate into a mere sectarian school, but that its teachings would be so comprehensive and 
free from theological bias, that those who receive them will be prepared to recognize good wherever 
found. The voice of Truth is so plain, and so universally applicable, that all may hear it in their own 
tongue in which they were born. She also referred to the skepticism which sometimes grows out of the 
study of Science when unaccompanied by religious faith … .”


American Anti-Slavery Society, Apollo Hall, New York City, April 9, 1870 


Mrs. LUCRETIA MOTT upon advancing to the stand was greeted with loud applause. Although perhaps 
the oldest person present, she rejoiced that she could still lift her feeble voice with those with whom 
she had been so long associated, upon that platform. When an opportunity was offered at the opening 
of the meeting for prayer, silence had seemed to her the most effective prayer of praise that could be 
offered.”
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"MRS. MOTT proposed to offer a resolution of thanks to some of those who had spent their lives in this 
cause; but was reminded of the words of THEODORE D. WELD: “Let us as Abolitionists strike a level 
above which no one shall raise his head. Let us drop a curtain behind which every one shall work”; and 
would therefore forbear to offer the resolution.”


Free Religious Association, Tremont Temple, Boston, May 30, 1873 [Immortality, Higher Power] 

“. . .we need not enter into any speculations as regards the future, as regards immortality, but that we 
all shall learn to rest content with the limited knowledge we have, and be confident, by fullness of faith, 
that that which is best for us shall and will be ours, while we do not endeavor by our speculations to 
make out or build up a heaven.”


"Therefore, I say, preach your truth; let it go forth, and you will find, without any notable miracle, as of 
old, that every man will speak in his own tongue in which he was born. And I will say, that if these pure 
principles have their place in us, and are brought forth by faithfulness, by obedience, into practice, the 
difficulties and doubts that we may have to surmount will be easily conquered. There will be a power 
higher than these. Let it be called the Great Spirit of the Indian, the Quaker “inward light” of George 
Fox, the “Blessed Mary, mother of Jesus,” of the Catholics, or Brahma, the [Hindu’s] God—they will all 
be one, and there will come to be such faith and such liberty as shall redeem the world.”


Free Religious Association, Beethoven Hall, Boston, May 28, 1875 [Idolatry, Superstition, Prayer] 

“[In 1840] I said to the friend who was pointing out this [Egyptian] idol to me in the [British] Museum, 
that the worship of that image was like the worship of the Bible as we had observed it the evening 
before. To me that was the worship of an idol. So, too, in regard to many of the prayers that have been 
offered in many of the meetings I have attended, since I dared go without the limited enclosure of the 
Friends to attend Reformatory meetings. They have been so superstitious and childish, and so at 
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variance with the idea that Jesus inculcated with regard to prayer, that I have been rejoiced since these 
meetings of yours have been organized that there has not been felt the necessity of calling on anyone 
to offer prayer. It is years since I have felt free to rise in time of prayer—as the custom is in our 
meetings,—so entirely have I concurred with the recommendation of Jesus, who said, “When thou 
prayest, enter into thy closet, and shut the door, and there pray to thy Father in secret; and thy Father, 
which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.” This kind of prayer is as natural to man as the air he 
breathes,—the aspiration for divine aid, for strength to do right, the inward desire after truth and 
holiness, the yearning to be led to the rock that is higher than he. But when it comes to praying for rain 
in dry weather, or for the removal of evils that have been brought upon us by our own violations of the 
laws of health and nature, then it is most absurd and superstitious.”


Women's Peace Festival, Institute Hall, Philadelphia, June 2, 1875 

"We are too much in the habit of erecting partition walls between ourselves and others; have not 
associated with others as much as the early Friends did, but wherever there has been a mingling with 
them, there has been an advance of our testimonies. Within thirty or forty years there has been more 
remarkable success than ever before in all reforms.”


"I remember as long ago as 1817 assisting my husband's brother [Richard Mott] in stitching small 
peace pamphlets to the almanacs of that year. Everybody loves Peace better than war; everybody 
knows that war is wrong,—indeed it has to be decked out in all its paraphernalia to make it at all 
acceptable.”
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Women's Peace Festival, Mercantile Hall, Philadelphia, June 2, 1876 

[The exhibition ran for six months, but never opened on Sundays]


“Now it seems to me that our Peace principles require of us that we should take a firm stand against 
this priestly assumption of power that would close the Centennial on the first day of the week.  It is 
altogether inconsistent with their own acts.  Why, their ministers are paid for their labors on the first day 
of the week, and these have no difficulty in going through the week to the Exhibition, whilst they would 
keep out those who are obliged to labor every day, it is an assumption that I hope will be overcome by 
a strong public sentiment.”


30th Anniversary of the Seneca Falls Convention, Unitarian Church, Rochester, NY, July 19, 1878 

“[Lucretia Mott] pled earnestly for not only woman’s equal, civil, religious, educational and industrial 
rights, but an equality of political exertion, a right to use all the sources of this power equal with man …  
Give her the elective franchise, and there will be an unseen, yet a deep and universal movement of the 
people to elect into office only those who are pure in intention and honest in sentiment!”


“The convention then arose in her honor, and on behalf of all of them, Frederick Douglass said to her 
‘Good-bye.’”
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